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Featuring easy-to-read textual material on deposition strategy, preparation, conduct, and rules,

Clary, Paulsen, and Vanselowâ€™s Successful First Depositions offers illustrative examples

throughout and sidebar summaries of major points. Ideal as a text for a simulation class or as a

reference for law school clinics, the book includes three mock case records: An employment

discrimination problem A personal injury case A contract/covenant-not-to-compete case It is also

useful as a reference for new attorneys or as a refresher for the more experienced. It contains

everything needed for an in-house training program, whether a half-day training session or a more

comprehensive multi-session program.
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As a law student, I found that my classes did not prepare me very well for taking depositions later

on. I think this is a flaw in the legal education, especially considering the fact that many associates

will not even get to see the inside of a courtroom for at least the first five years of their careers.

Many associates will write motions and will get to take the occasional deposition. When my

professor recommended this book, I thought it was going to be another "textbook," but was

pleasantly surprised to find that it gives great examples for deposition outlines, and touches upon

objections that may be made during the deposition as well as when they ought to be made. Overall,

I find this to be a very helpful book that is truly useful to the new associate.
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